
   

 

ROGI News 
Next meeting:  Wednesday 10th February 2016  

Doors open at 6.15 so members 

can visit the library, shops or 

seed bank or just have a chat 

before our meeting starts. 

Please be seated by 7pm 

ready for our speaker.  

Salvation Army Church  

Cnr McDonald Rd & Macarthur St   

ALEXANDRA HILLS 

Admission  

 Members:  Gold coin  

 Visitors:  $5 

Please bring plate of food -  
savoury/sweet or nibbles  
preferably home -made.  
Tea/coffee provided  

 

You are welcome to provide a quality 

plant to help share plants with other 

members. Bring a bag/box for your   

purchases and/or winnings.  

See you Wednesday é 
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Glorious dappled shade beneath a thriving 18 -

month -old Madagascar bean vine. A type of lima 

bean, it can continue to produce for seven years.  
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Jill 

Jillõs JottingsJillõs Jottings  
 

 

 
Hello fellow gardeners  

 

P hew! Itõs hot but itõs not wet. As I write this at the end of January, I think this may be 

the driest January weõve had for some time. 

Our water tank ran dry this morning, so now we 

have to be even more judicious in our hand -

watering activities. Rain and storms are being 

forecast quite often but havenõt amounted to 

much yet.  

 

A s you may be aware, we have been rent-

ing for the past several years. During this 

time we have maintained productive gardens 

but have been constrained by being unable to 

build permanent structures.   

 The exciting news for us is that in early 

March weõll be moving to a house weõve just 

bought in Birkdale. It ticks most of the boxes for 

us: enough space for gardens with a good   

aspect, red soil, a potting shed/shade house, 

hardwood flooring, and a ôsmall-footprintõ 

house.  

 Itõs good that weõve had these years in 

other peoplesõ gardens to practise with various 

systems and methods, especially since the soil 

will be essentially the same as weõve had in 

Cleveland.  

 Weõve been building up a collection of 

fruit trees in particular and have them waiting 

in the wings in very large pots for this occasion. 

There is already a large bearing persimmon in 

the new yard, and, in those pots, we have 

black sapote, cape gooseberry, jaboticaba, 

cherry of the Rio Grande, guisaro, mundu,    

pitomba, finger lime, makrut lime, dragon fruit 

and fig. Thatõs a lot of fruit trees and we hope 

to get more! Soon will be the time for us to plan 

where to put things to make the most of the 

site. Donõt be surprised if you get asked for   

advice and suggestions: please feel free to  

offer if you donõt get asked! 

 In the meantime, Iõll continue to consult 

two books that are most helpful.  

 

R edlands Good Gardening Expo (GGE) is 

coming up ñsee page 16. In recent years 

there have been no stalls with seedlings or 

other plants for sale, and weõve been asked 

about this. So this year weõll have as many 

plants as we can for sale at the ROGI stall.   

 Iõm sure many of you will be keen to put 

into practice what youõll learn from Gennaroõs 

seed -raising talk at our February meeting.   

 We hope youõll take up the opportunity 

to raise some seedlings for ROGI to have for 

sale at the GGE. Perhaps some of you could 

have seed -sowing working bees. ROGI will  

provide the seeds, seed -raising mix and pots. 

 Please talk with Janet and Sharr at the 

Seed Bank or Kathy or Carolyn or me about it 

at the February meeting.  

T he interest in ôgrowing your ownõ in  general and in organic gardening in particular is  

reflected in the number of people joining and 

staying with ROGI.  

 Why do we want to grow our own food 

and why do we do it organically?  

 Iõve been doing it 

since 1972 when we built 

our first home. In1980, 

when I bought my now -

tattered copy of this book, 

some people looked at 

me strangely. But to me it 

made sense, and it makes 

greater sense now as we 

learn more about todayõs 

environmental issues..   

 Food security is another topic being  

discussed world -wide. Being able to grow 

enough for your family, with some to spare,   

positions you to be largely self -sufficient should 

things become tricky in the future.  

  So keep coming to ROGI and learn (and 

teach) as much as you can.  

        Happy gardening  
 
PS. Down-to -Earth Garden Design, Permaculture Home  

Garden &  Organic Gardening available from ROGI library 

  

Editorõs note: Sue Eaton, who has been ROGI 

News editor since September, has found that she is 

unable to continue in the role since her employ-

ment workload has increased this year. Iõd like to 

thank Sue very much for the effort she put into the 

newsletter when she was doing it.  

 I will continue to edit the newsletter unless 

someone else has a burning desire to do it. Let me 

know if thatõs you! Vice-President Linda has taken 

on much of the president work Iõd been doing free-

ing up some of my time. Iõd love to receive articles 

youõve written and photos youõve taken.              Jill 



 3 

 

Sowing Seeds for  

Successful Growing   
 

By ROGI member Gennaro De Rosa  
 

Gennaroõs presentation will provide information about how to 

get the best plants and produce from seed.   
 

This will include:  

¶ how to pick and prepare seeds,  

¶ how to plant them  

¶ what to plant them in  

¶ tips on getting good germination  

¶ how to transplant them (if necessary) to get the best results.  
 

This session will be particularly valuable if youõre new to        
gardening or donõt have much success at raising seeds. 

Coming Events  
     

February  Wed 10 6.15 ROGI meeting  

  Sun 21 10am  Workshop *    see p 11  

  Sun 21 2pm  Garden Visit  * see p 11  

March  Tues 1 7.30 Herb Society  meeting  
     http://www.qldherbsociety.org.au   
  Wed 9 6.15 ROGI meeting  

  Sun  20 2.30 Garden Visit *  see p 11  

April   Wed 13  6.15 ROGI meeting  

  Sun  16 9ñ3 Good Gardening Expo  see p 16  
 

*  Book with Toni on events@rogi.com.au  or 0402 323 704   

Membership Fees  
¶ Cash  payment at ROGI meeting  

¶ Cheques  made payable to òRedland Organic Growers Inc.ó  pay at  

meeting or to PO Box 1257, Cleveland 4163  

¶ Direct Deposit   BSB 633-000   A/C No. 136 137 296  (Bendigo Bank ñ

Capalaba Central Branch)   

 

VERY IMPORTANT!  Reference - Your initials and surname are essential to identify 

who has paid.  This is our only way of knowing itõs YOU.  

Please bring your membership application form to the next meeting.   

Email membership@rogi.com.au  for application form.   
 

Annual  

Fee for  

Renewal  

New member/s joining in...  Member  

Category  
Jan- 

Mar  

Apr - 

Jun 

Jul- 

Sep 
Oct 15 - 

Dec 16  

Single $30 $30 $22.50 $15 $37.50 

Family $50 $50 $37.50 $25 $62.50 

Pensioner 

Single 

$20 $20 $15 $10 $25 

Pensioner 

Couple  

$30 $30 $22.50 $15 $37.50 

 10th February   

http://www.qldherbsociety.org.au
mailto:events@rogi.com.au
mailto:group@rogi.com.au
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A t our final meeting for 2015, Linda Barrett de-

vised some entertainment in the form of a 

ôdraw the mooseõ team challenge, a Christmas 

Carol translation and three quizzes ñtwo related to 

gardening and one with a Christmas theme.  

It was a fun night and many of you made new 

friends with others at your table. Maybe you learnt 

something new about gardening or Christmas.  

Unfortunately, we ran out of time before we could 

hear the answers.  

To refresh your memory (or if you werenõt there on 

the night) Iõll give you the questions here and the 

answers on page 14.  

 

Christmas Quiz  
1. Although unable to be proven, what do many 

astrologers believe the òChristmas Staró         

followed by the wise men was?  

2. A nativity scene is the exhibition of art objects 

representing what?  

3. What does the word òAdventó mean? 

4. In the song òGood King Wenceslasó where did 

the poor man live?  

5.  Name two living plants that are traditionally 

associated with Christmas.  

6. What movie is ranked as the best -loved     

Christmas Movie of all time?  (ranked by votes 

in Top 100 Christmas Movies of all Time)  

7. In the Christmas movie òHome Aloneó ð what 

was the name of the character played by 

Macaulay Culkin?  

8. How much is a Christmas stamp in Australia for 

2015? 

9. Where is Redland City holding its Christmas by 

Starlight (carols) this year?  

10. In the song òTwelve Days of Christmasó  é on 

the sixth day of Christmas what did my true love 

send to me?  

 

 

Gardening Quiz  Set 1  
1. 2015 is the International Year of _ _ _ _ _?  

2. If an insect has sucking mouth parts is it a bug 

or a beetle?  

3. What problem arises in hot weather, affecting 

your cucumbers, zucchinis and other plants?  

4. What is the common name for Bidens pilosa ? 

(Seen in most gardens)  

5. What type of plant is the variety òBlue Curled 

Scotchó? 

6. What product was discussed by Guy Lewington 

(Mt Sylvia Quarries) as being a soil conditioner 

and fertiliser, and assists in pest control?  

7. What event did ROGI attend and have a stall 

at in June 2015?  

8. What plant was touted by Jerry Coleby -Williams 

and in the ROGI news to assist in the            

management of cabbage butterfly (to plant 

near brassicas)?  

9. What bug is usually friendly and injects its prey 

with enzymes ð to suck out the contents?  

10. What predator lives in the soil and devours 

slugs? (on the ROGI website)  

11. What is another name for Yacon?  

12. Name these plants.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Gardening Quiz Set 2  

1. If an insect has a larval or pupal stage, is it a 

beetle or a bug?  

2. What date was the Redlands Good Gardening 

Expo in 2015?  

3. John Klumpp presented to ROGI members on 

what topic in February?  

4. What plant/weed is now being production -

grown for the treatment of some skin cancers?  

5. What is the ôsignatureõ plant grown by Francois 

Grobler in his home garden?  

6. Which ROGI member was the winner of the 

2015 Garden Makeover prize?  

7. What human problem can the ôweedõ plantain 

assist with? 

8. What does Graeme Sait say can ôSave the 

Worldõ? 

9. What attractant does Jerry Coleby -Williams put 

into his home -made fruit fly traps?  

10. What common liquid can be mixed with water 

and detergent to assist in the management of 

powdery mildew?  

11. How are mulberries most commonly            

propagated by home gardeners?  

12. Name these plants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the Christmas Carol?  
1. Homo sapiens of crystallised vapour  

2. Perambulating through a December solstice 

fantasy  

3. Exuberance directed to the planet  

4. Befell during the transparent bewitching hour  

 

December Meeting  

1 2 3 

5 6 7 

8 

4 
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Madagascar bean  
Phaseolus lunatus  

For us here in the sub -tropics, now is a great 

time to plant these beans.  

Madagascar bean is a vigorous climbing bean 

- a type of lima bean - which will bear for many 

years.  

It copes really well with the hot, humid   

conditions our summer can offer ñan excellent 

hardy bean for warmer climates as it dies back 

and re -shoots every year.  

There may be not very much pod production in 

the first year but it works really hard in the     

proceeding years.  

This bean is tolerant of a wide variety of soil 

types and requires a sturdy trellis to support its 

extremely vigorous growth ñover a large  

pergola would be good.   

As well as being picked while soft ñwhile the 

pod is till green ñfor  immediate use, the beans 

dry well on the vine to a beautiful speckled red 

and white bean that can be stored for winter 

soups and casseroles.  

One plant should be plenty for a family.  

 

Green bean  
Phaseolus vulgaris  

Dwarf beans (such as the green or French 

bean) need to be planted 15 -20cm apart with 

60cm between each row.  

Because of their shorter height, they don't     

require much, if any, support and are easy to fit  

into diverse areas of the garden.  

Like other beans, they require full sun and well -

drained soil.  

Bush beans, as they are also known, tend to 

produce a crop over a single period of about 

two weeks or so (around 50 days after plant-

ing).  

To have a continuous harvest throughout the 

summer, do several plantings in succession a 

couple of weeks apart for the biggest yields.  

 

Beans like a freely draining, compost -rich, 

slightly acidic soil (pH 6.5 ð7). When I planted 

my beans I dug the bed and worked in some 

homemade compost and added some lime 

(as my soil is quite acidic and this raised the pH) 

whilst ensuring not to use manure: this is impor-

tant, as manure can have too much nitrogen 

which can encourage beans to produce 

weak, sappy growth that invites mildew and 

aphid attack with no sign of beans on the bush .  

 
   Continued over  

 

Beans by Sharr Ellson from the ROGI Seed Bank  

Beautifully -patterned Madagascar Beans        Roc DõOr Bush Bean       Provider Bush Bean     Lab Lab Beans ( below) at various stages of maturity; (right) young edible -when -cooked pods  


