
   

 

Doors open at 6.15 so you can 

visit the library, stalls and seed 

tables or just have a chat over 

tea or coffee before the        

meeting begins at 7.  

Supper is served afterwards.  

 

Bayside Community Church  

Macarthur St, (corner McDonald 

Rd), ALEXANDRA HILLS 

 

REMEMBER to bring: 

¶ washed pots/punnets (leave 

at plant table)  

¶ swap and share items  

¶ ROGI Rewards contribution 

(optional see p11)  
¶ a basket/box/bag for your 

purchases  

¶ Questions for Plant Clinic  

¶ Something for supper if you 

can  
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If youõd like to surprise someone with a gardening gift or encourage a friend to join our friendly    

garden club, how about  a ROGI Gift Certificate ?  

Itõs easy - just fill in an application and bring cash.  If you wish to purchase one online, complete an 

application  and then  pay online by bank transfer.  It can be posted to you or the recipient.          

For details please phone me 0419 987 870 or email membership@rogi.com.au        Rhonda  

This is a cutting of a dwarf black mulberry Morus nigra . What a 

fast worker! It took seven weeks to start developing tiny fruit. 

They wonõt mature as the weather is turning cool, however, it 

indicates how quickly mulberry trees produce results.   

You can prune them a few times each summer to initiate a 

new crop of fruit each time. They freeze well.  

Thereõll be some rooted plants available at the May meeting. 

https://www.rogi.com.au/gift-membership.php
mailto:membership@rogi.com.au
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I  love this time of year! As the humid days of summer have given 

way to the milder weather of autumn, we gardeners welcomed 

a seasonal shift that brings both relief and renewed enthusiasm.  

The transition to our temperate growing season signals the start of 

one of the most productive and enjoyable periods in our gardens.  

Late in summer, being too hot and humid to physically be in the 

garden, I planned my autumn and winter vegetables, reviewing my 

home seeds stores, checking best -by dates and listing what I 

needed to purchase.   

 My go -to information resources are the ROGI guides, which 

have been developed by our local members from their successful 

gardening experiences.  These resources really do take the guess-

work out of what to plant and when, as our planting seasons are 

more about temperatures than dates on a calendar.    

These include the ROGI Seed Sowing Guide , ROGI Seed Viability 

Chart , How to Grow Your Seeds .  

 For me, the first cooler mornings spark a 

sense of anticipation - seed trays are           

prepared and nurtured.  (I used to plant 

most seeds directly into my gardens but now 

we are ôblessedõ with a local flock of         

pigeons and ibis that find every seed!)  

 Still, the journey from seed to harvest is 

not without its challenges. Poor germination, 

insect damage, and hungry wildlife ñ

particularly possums and Rattus rattusñcan 

test even the most patient gardener.  

 Seedlings, in their earliest stages, require 

close attention and care, and I have to   

admit that success often hinges on persis-

tence and cunning through the early  

planting time.  I now put my seed punnets 

into a covered box each night to protect 

from critters.  

Now, in early May, the rewards of that effort are becoming evident. 

With cooler days and nights, summer 

corn has been harvested for the final 

time, making way for vegetables only 

suited to temperate conditions.           

 Garden beds have been refreshed 

with a combination of homemade          

compost and commercially available 

biochar blends enriching the soil for leafy 

greens and brassicas.  

 Meanwhile, areas designated for 

root crops receive a lighter touch of         

organic fertiliser.  

 Infrastructure is also being put in 

place to support the months ahead - 

trellises for climbing peas, hoops and 

protective netting for brassicas to safe-

guard from cabbage butterflies.   

 Beyond planting, our autumn and 

winter is an ideal time for tackling more 

labour -intensive projects and mainte-

nance.  

 With the heat no longer a limiting 

factor, major pruning, hedging, and   

replenishing mulch along pathways is 

planned. Also, I need a new solid 

support erected to plant more 

dragon fruit.  (Bill is always up for 

these jobs, while he leaves the  

actual growing tasks for me.)  

I encourage everyone to get into 

their gardens soon and plant it up.  

You will be eating your own      

harvests in no time.     

Just imagine!  

Lindaõs Leafy Lines 

Linda   ROGI Vice President  

Seed%20Sowing%20Guide%20January%20-%20December
Seed%20Viability%20Chart
Seed%20Viability%20Chart
ROGI%20Seed%20Savers%20Group%20seed-growing%20guide
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Thursday 14th May  6.15 for 7pm start  
Bayside Community Church, MacArthur St (corner McDonald Rd), Alex Hills.  

 

Next ROGI meeting  

Being prepared: permaculture at home  

 

 Tilly from Tillyõs            

Garden will share 

her experiences 

as a local small 

space  

permaculture/

organic grower.  

      On her 600m 2 

block, Tilly uses no 

sprays and keeps 

costs downs by 

making her own            

compost, plant 

fertilisers and 

seed raising 

mixes, along with 

keeping ducks 

and chickens 

which, she says, 

do a lot of the work.  

      With the fuel crisis and cost of living increases, thereõs never been a better 

time to become more self -sufficient.  

       By using a smart permaculture "systems design" approach, Tilly finds that it 

results in less work and a higher success rate.   

      òWhen I kept a record for 12 months in 2023, we averaged $1600 fresh 

produce a month (if we had to buy equivalent at the shops). We also made 

jams, chutneys and pickles from this, and it took 14 hours of my time a month 

to weed, water, prune, plant and harvest.ó  

Come along and be inspired by Tillyõs experience,  and pick up some tips. 
The venue is a short walk from Albion Train Station  
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Erikõs Thornlands garden   

2 - 4 Saturday 16 May  
 

Dennis & Mandyõs Birkdale garden 

2 - 4 Sunday 12 July  
 

Bring a small plate of homemade food or 

home grown produce to share, and a 

mug for tea or coffee.  

These are free events for ROGI members, 

but numbers are limited.  

Please  book on TEAM APP, at the May 

meeting or 0401157713. The address will 

be sent to you before the date.  

9 - 2 Saturday 23 May  

Weõd like a few more helpers for this event 

and appreciate more offers of help.  

If you canõt help make sure you visitñitõs 

always a good day for all ages.  

Jerry Coleby -Williams is the guest celebrity.  

With the current fuel situation, we cannot be 

certain that this Field Trip will go ahead.         

Weõll see what the future brings. 

Next Garden Visits  

Bethania St Community Garden  Cox Park, Bethania Street, Lota  

Field Trip  Sunday 14 June  

IndigiScapes Event for  

World Environment Day  

Upcoming Events  

Composting and Worm Farms   
Sunday 17th May 9:30 - 11:30  
Join us for this hands-on workshop, where 
you will learn the basics of composting and 
worm farming, various types of composting  
and what is compostable. There will be time for troubleshooting 
problems and answering your questions.  

  
Seasonal Get -Together   
Sunday 31st May, 2:30 ï 4:00   
Everyone is welcome to join us for our Seasonal Get-Together. 
Bring your friends and neighbours to wander through our pro-
ductive garden, talk to our friendly gardeners, meet new people 
and celebrate our garden and wonderful community. Come for 
a cuppa and a chat.  
No booking required  

Bookings  
essential ï  

Text 0439 048 585  
including your name  

and name of  
workshop. 



 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fruit Trees for our  

Subtropical Climate  
George Allen    April 2026  

Our coastal zone has a warm and moist        

climate, mostly free from frosts. There are 

hundreds of fruit trees that you can grow.   
 

Plant what you will eat depending on your  

¶ space,  

¶ tastes and   

¶ sense of adventure.  
 

Low care and low pest problems are high 

on Georgeõs priorities and he reminded us 

that good food plants need good nutrition.  
  
He suggested the following fruit trees as  

being suitable for Redland area. There are 

more ...  
 

Grapes ð Chambourin or Isabella   

                  varieties  

Jaboticaba  

Ceylon Hill Gooseberry  

Guisaro  

Grumichama  

Pitomba  

Blueberries  

Persimmon  

Black sapote  

Achacha  

Mundu  
 

Perhaps ask fellow ROGI members for a 

taste of their fruit before you invest money 

and time and care in a tree. You could ask 

about this on Team App Chat or at a meeting.  
 

You can see the slides from Georgeõs            

presentation PowerPoint here .  

Local garden centres carry many of the well -known fruit trees.  

For more exotic varieties, have a look at:  

Forbidden Fruits  Theyõll have a stall at Herb Awareness Day 

(see p3) Order in advance and collect trees at the Fair.  

Daleys Fruit Order online.  

1 

2 

3 

8 

6 

4 

5 

1 Jaboticaba Plinia cauliflora   
 

2 Acerola  & flower Malphigia glabra  
 

3 Black sapote Diospyros nigra aka 

Chocolate Pudding Fruit  
 

4 Grumichama Eugenia brasiliensis  
 

5 Guisaro  Psidium guineense  
 

6 Ugli Citrus reticulata x C paradise  
 

7 Eugenia uniflora aka Brazilian 

Cherry aka Surinam Cherry (this is the 

black version; most are deep red)  
 

8 Finger lime Citrus australasica   

7 

https://www.rogi.com.au/uploads/260409ROGI-TALK-GeorgeAllen.pdfC:/Users/Jill/Documents/5G
https://forbiddenfruitsnursery.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Forbidden-Fruits-Nursery-Price-List-and-Availability-at-20-April.pdf
https://www.daleysfruit.com.au/subtropical.htm?srsltid=AfmBOopf-eG_SSGBD_E0I8_yLsUa9RgA1OlRICTBt39_2ZGiR_urc8ae
https://stfc.org.au/articles/acerola-cherry/
https://stfc.org.au/articles/guisaro-or-brazilian-guava-psidium-guineense-2/
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What a delightful afternoon. Nooshinõs garden 

feeds the body, mind and soul.  

    Our tour started at front of the property 

where Nooshin grows pumpkin and zucchini 

near a car space so that they can spread out 

across this area. A mulberry is in this garden 

bed. On the other side of the driveway, 

Nooshin has added another tank to increase 

her water supply to 14,000 litres.  

Thirty four years ago, Nooshin brought her new -

born son to her parentsõ home and some of 

the trees her father planted then are still here 

today ñ a lime, an orange, and an olive.  

    We meandered along paths where          

various herbs and vegetables intermingle, and 

are planted beneath fruit trees. Intermingling 

various plants helps confuse any pests that 

would feast on a mass planting.  

Amaranth and sweet potato are 

grown for  their leaves.  

     Other fruits trees growing here 

are chocolate pudding, mandarin, 

tamarillo, blueberries in pots to cater 

for their low pH requirements,   

pomegranate, carambola,           

avocado, and tropical Anna apple.  

     To overcome the problem of rats, 

the broccoli is covered. Magnesium 

has been used to treat yellowing 

between the leaf veins in fruit trees.  

   There are raised garden beds with 

a sturdy trellis over the top (right). 

Choko, dragon fruit, and passion 

fruit grow over the top and          

vegetables beneath.  

 

 

Visit to Nooshinõs Garden in Cleveland 

Nooshin can stand beneath the 

skirted fruit trees. She agists 18 native 

beehives for pollination purposes.  

Timber ôstepping-stonesõ form a 

path over the mulch between lots 

of diverse plants.  

An old citrus tree with comfrey growing            

beneath. The baskets protect young plants            

from pests.  

A security screen door , minus 

mesh, is an effective trellis for 

these Purple King beans.  


